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 The Galway City Council’s decision to grant planning 
approval for 58 new social housing units for Ballybane 
will provide “some hope for the half of City East 
residents living in rental accommodation”. 

 This is the view of Labour’s Galway City East 
candidate, Liam Boyle, who was speaking following the 
grant of approval at Monday’s city council meeting. The 
approval followed the publication of new figures which 
revealed the average rent in Galway city is €1,260. 
Despite Galway being declared a rent pressure zone, 
rents have continued to rise. 

 Mr Boyle said Galway is in the grip of “a housing 
crisis in our city”, which is manifesting itself in 
increasing rents; more than 300 adults and 200 children 
homeless throughout the county; and accommodation 
availability at its lowest level in more than a decade. 

 “Building new units must be at the heart of any 
solution,” he said. “We need significant numbers of 
new homes, which meet the varied needs of residents 
- students, young workers, people with mobility 
restrictions, our elderly residents. The need for shelter 
is fundamental.” 

Boyle welcomes 58 
new social houses 
for Ballybane
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 Exclusion zones to prevent protestors intimidating 
or harassing a person outside health care facility 
that provides pregnancy terminations, have received 
majority support from Galway City Councillors. 

 At Monday’s city council meeting, Independent 
councillor Colette Connolly, put forward a motion, 
calling for legislation that would apply across the 
State, to make it illegal for protestors to interfere with 
or harass a person outside health care facilities when 
accessing or providing termination of pregnancy. The 
motion received cross-party support and was passed by 
majority vote. 

 Abortion Access Campaign West, a Galway based 
women’s collective advocating for free contraception 
and abortion services for women in the west, welcomes 
the decision taken at the meeting, and has publicly 
thanked Cllr Connolly for putting forward the motion. 
AACW has, for the past three months, been calling on 
city councillors to create such exclusion zones. 

 “Abortion is deeply private and personal,” said 
AACW spokesperson Sarah Hoover. “Exclusion zones 
are necessary to ensure women are safe when seeking 
to access pregnancy terminations. No-one should be 
harassed, intimidated and caused further distress when 
accessing or providing these services.” 

 The group has also published details of all Galway 
local election candidates’ attitudes on reproductive 
health issues on aacwest.wordpress.com. 

 Galway City West councillor Donal Lyons this week voiced his deep 
reservations over the location of a new tourist office for Galway city. 

 Cllr Lyons said; “The existing Tourist Office located on the junction 
of Forster Street/Fairgreen Road has been sold and I am reliably 
informed that it is currently  being leased back to Fáilte Ireland on a 
short term lease basis. However, I understand that the new owners of 
the building have now requested that they no longer want to extend 
the short term lease and want the building vacated by the end of May. 

 “I understand that a building has been sourced in Forster Street to 
act as a Tourist Office on an interim basis, while other locations in the 
Eyre Square area are being investigated for a more permanent Tourist 
Office into the future. 

 “The high tourist season is nearly upon us. It is essential that a 
Tourist Office is located in a prominent position. With the Capital 
of Culture commencing next year, Galway City needs to be ready to 
accept large volumes of visitors to our city. While some will be using 
social media to book accommodation, tours, and shows there is still 

a need for a Tourist Office to promote Galway and the region for the 
walk-in tourist. 

 “Two years ago when the Galway City Council was informed 
by Fáilte Ireland of their intention of selling off the Tourist Office 
building, I raised the issue of the urgent need to have a new Tourist 
Office located in a prominent location in the city. 

 “I believe that the location of the new office in Forster Street is 
totally unsuitable. It is located beside a loading bay and delivery vans 
and trucks will obstruct peoples’ view of the office for large periods 
of the day, thus making it difficult for visitors to locate the building. I 
am also worried that a more permanent site may not be forthcoming 
and that the Tourist Office will remain in this temporary location into 
the future. I believe that Galway deserves better and there is now 
a more urgent need to have a permanent site purchased/leased in a 
prominent location in the city centre as soon as possible.” 

Lyons  concerned over new 
location for Galway Tourist Office 

Councillors support 
exclusion zones at health 
care facilities
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AGRICULTURAL 
RELIEF

I am a part-time farmer and I understand that I 
will inherit my father’s farm after his death. He 
is quite elderly and in poor health at present. 
Whilst I will obviously be very grateful for the 
farm I am very concerned that I may be left with 
a large tax bill. I believe the farm may be worth 
around €750,000 at the moment. I understand 
that the relevant tax date will be the date of 
my father’s death. Please advise me.

At present, a child may inherit up to €320,000 
from their parents without being liable for tax. 
Any inheritance valued in excess of this amount 
will be taxed at a rate of 33%. This tax is called 
Capital Acquisitions Tax (CAT) or more commonly 
inheritance tax or gift tax.

However, farmers may qualify for a very valuable 
relief called Agricultural Relief.  If you qualify for the 
relief then the CAT will be calculated on 10% of the 
market value of the agricultural property received 
as a gift or inheritance. You essentially get 90% of 
the market value of the agricultural property tax 
free. 

Example, if you qualify for Agricultural Relief the 
value of the farm you are scheduled to inherit will 
no longer be valued at €750,000 for tax purposes. 
Instead it will be valued at just 10% of its value 
and you will be considered to have received an 
inheritance of €75,000 for tax purposes, well 
below the tax threshold resulting in €0 inheritance 
tax liability. 

In order to qualify for this 90% Agricultural Relief 
you must pass two tests i.e. be a “farmer” and 
also an “active farmer” as defi ned by the Revenue 
Commissioners. 

The farmer test is a fi nancial test whereby 80% 
or more of your gross assets, after receiving the 
agricultural inheritance, must comprise farm assets.

You must also be an active farmer for 6 years after 
you get the inheritance of agricultural property OR 
you must lease the land to a person who is an active 
farmer for the 6 year period. An active farmer is a 
person with a formal agricultural qualifi cation or 
if you do not hold one of the formal agricultural 
qualifi cations you must spend 50% of your normal 
working time farming agricultural property.

This criteria applies to a gift or inheritance of 
agricultural property. 

May I respectfully suggest that you liaise with 
your Accountant and secure tax planning advices 
so as to ensure you are best placed to qualify for 
agricultural relief in due course.
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This column is prepared by Dolores Gacquin, Solicitor. 
Byrne Carolan Cunningham have offi ces in Galway, 
Athlone, Moate and Lanesboro. A person should always 
contact their solicitor to obtain legal advice specifi c to 
their own situation. This above column contains general 
advice and cannot be relied upon as legal advice. * In 
contentious business, a solicitor may not calculate fees 
or other charges as a percentage or proportion of any 
award or settlement.

Fighting for People of all Abilities in Europe

Michael O’Dowd  Pro Life European Candidate and 
Disability Activist

Please vote No 1 Michael O’Dowd
and continue your preference for Fidelma Healy Eames

Vote No I for Renua candidates:  
Amanda Mc Manus (Athenry-Oranmore)  

Emma O’Connell  (Gort –Kinvara)  
Niall O’Mahony (Galway City)


